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Paving the Way to a New World 


In Geneva, 600 delegates have shown that they 
could be united to work and construct together. 


More than 200 organisations from 65 countries 
have met in order to give a coherent and co- 
ordinated answer to the liberal globalisation. In 
the South like in the North, we are subjected to its 
force, not only in our bodies but also our genes, 
our culture, education, health, diet, the air and 
the water, in our lives that are becoming mere 
goods. The onslaught is not only due to the 
commercial policies of multinationals but also to 
the social and economic policies of their political 
and governmental allies. Our proposals are in 
direct contradiction with their neo-liberal laissez- 
faire attitudes that plunge, or uphold three 
quarters of the world population in poverty. Juan 
Somavia, general director of the International 
Labour Organisation, declared when invited by the 
organisations present in Geneva to express 
himself that: "the benefit of the doubt is not 
permitted any more". This he said when talking 
about the effect of liberal globalisation on the 
absence of development. 


Built! Proposals after proposals, along the various 
workshops, some concrete conclusions appeared: 
informal co-ordination of the European networks, 
continental campaign for the south-American 
countries, simultaneous actions in Africa. And also 
on some cross-disciplinary themes for: taxation of 
financial transactions, debt cancellation, 
democratic control over international financial 
institutions, as well as for taking away from the 
World Trade Organisation its right to make of the 


world, goods, and of mankind, a resource. The 
means involved will match the stakes: continental 
and international meetings, and the birth of the 
World Social Forum every year at Porto Alegre at 
the same time as the one in Davos, which 2500 
organisations wish to actively participate. An 
international committee has been created in order 
prepare it and give it the importance it merits. 


Sunday, the fourth day, 10,000 _ people 
demonstrated in Geneva in a stream of defiant 
colour. In the streets and in front of the World 
Trade Organisation, where the delegates of the 
South spoke, a same desire to affirm peacefully 
our determination as well as our choice to meet 
again was expressed. These meetings will take 
place: in Okinawa (July) in front of the G8, in Prag 
(September) in front of the IMF and the World 
Bank, in Dakar (December) for the debt 
cancellation and then in Porto Alegre (January )to 
work once more on our own common agenda. 


Laurent J ésover - Editor - journal@attac.org 
Translated from French, July 27th 2000, by J ean- 


Francois Gouin) and Sarah  ODrozdoski —- 
coorditrad@attac.org 





Another world is possible now 


We are here because thousands and thousands of 
men and women, from the South, the East and 
the North, young and old, farmers, trade 
unionists, the unemployed, and many others, bear 
the full brunt of the process of globalization, which 
hits with a violence that is reminiscent of the 
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worst moments of industrialization in its early 
days, of colonialism and imperialism. 


Yesterday, the headlines in a newspaper said that 
the UN "wants to give a human face to 
globalization". That's going to need plenty of 
make-up and some serious face-lifting - and even 
then the final effect isn't guaranteed! Because the 
results are there, and there's no getting away 
from them: after Copenhagen +5 and all the 
promises to eradicate poverty 


- out of 6 billion human beings on the planet, 4 
billions are poor; 


- practically 1 billion are unemployed or under- 
employed; 


- almost 1 billion lack access to health care; 


- yet the riches concentrated in the hands of the 
wealthiest 4% of humanity have grown. 


The results are there, and there's no getting away 
from them either where women are concerned. 
After Beijing +5 and the promises to improve the 
lot of women: 


- 70% of the poorest people in the world are 
women and children; 


- violence against women has increased drastically 


- all types of violence, rape, domestic and sexual 
aggression, violence linked to prostitution, to 
traffic in women, to the sex industry, not to 
mention gang rapes in wars, and so on. 


This is the globalization which is at once capitalist, 
neoliberal and sexist. It rests on an inhuman 
system, governed by absolute competitivity and 
centering on_ privatisation, deregulation, and 
making fundamental human rights subsidiary to 
the dictates of the market. 


But at the same time, it rests on the perpetuation 
of a patriarchal ideology, which continues to keep 
women in a state of cultural and social inferiority 
and of economic marginalisation, in which their 
existence and work are "invisible", and_ their 
bodies can be bought and sold - situations which 
all amount to a veritable apartheid. 


That is why the World March of Women with its 
more than 5000 groups in 155 countries - targets 
these two running sores of society: we do not 
demand the elimination of poverty followed by the 


elimination of violence against women (as if the 
two automatically went together) - but BOTH, at 
the same time. 


Who suggests that we have no _ solutions, 
propositions or alternatives to offer in place of this 
type of globalization? 


We are not against globalization, but we want a 
globalization of solidarity. The Alternative 
Summit, responding to the Bangkok Appeal, put 
forward shoals of constructive propositions, which 
go from taxation of capital to cancelling the debt 
of third world countries, and include an end to 
structural adjustment programmes, the _ fight 
against the MAI clones, the elimination of tax 
havens and the end of bank secrecy. 


The World March of Women _ proposes the 
immediate application of these measures, as well 
as actions to eliminate violence against women. 
Now. 


We want to live, right now, in a world without 
poverty or violence against women, in a world 
where riches are equitably shared, and where 
there is equality between women and men. That is 
the world which holds our present and our future. 


Lorraine Guay 

Talk given at the demonstration of June 25th, in 
Geneva 

Translation Barbara 
newsletter@attac.org 


Strauss. Editor. 





Currency Transation Tax Sudy could 
Inform citizens 


STATEMENT OF THE CTT NGOs CAUCUS 


One of the remaining issues at the UNGASS 
negotiations in Geneva is a Canadian proposal to 
"further study the implications of a currency 
transaction tax, including the potential advantages 
and disadvantages" (Par. 111 c). At the time 
Canada introduced this language, a number of 
delegations were quite sceptical. Right now, few 
opposition remains: a large majority supports the 
idea of a study. This one could in fact clarify a lot 
of arguments-often misleading- against this 
proposal. 


A currency transaction tax is a_ nationally 
administered tax. No one else than _ individual 
states has the legal authority to levy a tax. 
Moreover, nobody is asking any _ international 
institution to administer a currency transaction 
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tax, albeit this is one of the arguments often used 
by the opponents of the proposal. 


Moreover, a study on the implications of a 
currency transaction tax has to examine the 
potential of curtailing excessive financial 
speculation. Citizens who put their money in 
financial institutions (e.g. pension funds) could be 
protected from high-risk speculative decisions. 
Recently a hedge fund lead by a number of 
famous economists (among them Nobel Prize 
winners) lost a serious amount of money in taking 
a very high risk. Citizens have the right to be 
protected against this kind of excessive 
speculation that might affect their financial future. 


Thus, could such a study harm citizens? Why are 
some delegations (e.g. the US) opposing so 
strongly if a currency transaction tax can raise 
revenue (administered nationally) and possibly 
avoid financial crises? 


NGOs, trade unions and parliamentarians, as well 
as a majority of delegates, are in favour of such a 
study that could give adequate answers to this 
pending question. Therefore they are profoundly 
disappointed that a country that prides itself on 
free speech and recognises the importance of 
public debate, does not support a study that 
would help to foster and stimulate constructive 
international discussions on_ the _ potential 
advantages and _ disadvantages of currency 
transaction tax. 


Urgent appeal for CTT Study 


The 24th Special Session of the General Assembly 
entitled "World Summit for Social Development 
and beyond: achieving social development for all 
in a globalizing world", United Nations Geneva, 
June 30, 2000 


An Urgent Appeal for Adoption of the Subpara. 
111(e)bis on the Further Study of a Currency 
Transaction Tax 


Five years ago, in Copenhagen, heads of states 
agreed that enabling environment is very 
important for social development. During the last 
five years, however, many countries experienced 
most disabling and destructive environment 
instead of enabling environment. Financial crisis 
hit severely several Asian countries as well as 
Russia and Brazil, and virtually all the developing 
world was affected. Although those countries are 
on the way to economic recovery, the adverse 


impact on social development has not been 
substantially alleviated. 


At this Special Session, we have to make 
concrete measures to prevent future financial 
crises. Since the ability of any country to cope 
with huge, volatile foreign capital movement is 
very limited, a global cooperation is needed. An 
effective way of curtailing the movement of 
international speculative funds would be the 
currency transaction tax, a tax on foreign 
exchange transactions. It is known that 80% of all 
currency transactions involve round trips of less 
than a week, and 40% have round trips of fewer 
than three days. Therefore, a currency transaction 
tax of 0.1%, for example, would greatly affect 
short-term buying and selling, but have little 
effect on trade and long-term investment. Such a 
tax, if implemented through _ international 
agreement, could help to stabilize exchange rates, 
deter speculation, enhance international trade, 
and prevent future financial crises. A newly 
proposed two-tiered version of the currency 
transaction tax, with a minimal rate on all 
transactions(the basic tax) and a high tax rate(an 
exchange surcharge) that would be triggered only 
during periods of exchange rate turbulence, would 
be better able to serve as an anti-speculation 
device. Moreover, it would generate substantial 
revenue that could be used for development 
spending. The revenue could be collected 
nationally and distributed between the national 
and _ international level. The annual value of 
foreign-exchange transactions is over $450 
trillion, and a tax of 0.1% is expected to create 
$150 billion to $225 billion global revenue, which 
far surpasses the total ODA of OECD countries 
($48 billion in 1997), assuming that the level of 
transactions would fall by 50-67% in face of the 
tax. Considering that most donor countries are 
not achieving the agreed target of 0.7% of GNP 
for official development assistance (ODA), this 
kind of new resource is desperately needed. 


We are deeply concerned with the negotiations on 
the Canadian proposal of sub para. 111(e)bis on 
the further study of a currency transaction tax. 
We hear that some countries such as the US, 
Japan and Australia are strongly opposing the 
study of a currency transaction tax. We are deeply 
disappointed with their attitude. We are also 
deeply concerned with back-room negotiations 
which might replace ‘currency transaction tax' 
with some vague words. If such a compromise is 
made, we believe that would be meaningless. 
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During the CTT Caucus discussion with the US 
delegation, it became clear that there is no reason 
to oppose the CTT study. The US delegation 
explained that they can not support it because of 
the bills that prevent the funding for the UN if the 
UN develops any imposition of tax on US nationals 
‘in order to raise for the UN or UN agencies’. That 
explanation, however, was based on complete 
misunderstanding. We are surprised how they can 
be so ignorant of the current debate on the CTT. 
The NGO Caucus on Currency Transaction Tax as 
well as Canada and G-77 never advocated CTT as 
a global tax or meant to raise it for the UN. We 
have stated that CTT can be national taxes. We 
wonder if they are so ignorant or deliberately 
telling a lie. 


We, the undersigned, strongly urge all the 
government delegates to approve the CTT study 
proposal to prevent future financial crises and to 
create new resources for social development. We 
strongly urge the US, Japan and Australia to 
change their mind and to support the Canadian or 
G-77's proposal on the study of a currency 
transaction tax. We also urge Canada and G-77 to 
keep their position and not to compromise with 
any language other than ‘currency transaction 
tax'. We also urge the EU to fully support Canada 
and G-77. 


If the 24th UNGASS only repeats’ the 
Copenhagen language or makes meaningless 
vague words, it will be very much disappointing. 
We really want that this UNGASS will give the 
world's people a new sign of hope by agreeing on 
the CTT study. 


Name: 
Organization: 
E-mail: 
Signature: 


Live from Millau 


We arrived in Millau on June 30" feeling like two 
tadpoles in a sea swarming with fish. Arriving with 
no foreknowledge of the event, we slowly realized 
that we were not alone. Many people of various 
ages and ethnicities attended. So what would 
bring 30,000 people to a small village of Southern 
France? While some say they are here striving to 
promote interdependence between nations, others 
speak of dependence within France. But one word 
continually resounds from the majority - 
globalization. 


Globalization may sound like a word with a 
conclusive definition, yet no consensus has been 
reached. As the festivities wore on, many differing 
personal views on globalization were voiced. 
Marian Isler Beguin, an elected senator of the MEP 
belives in globalization but not in its current state. 
At present, globalization to her has meant the 
splitting of societies, separating the rich from the 
poor. Beguin would like to see globalization 
provide the people with four fundamental truths - 
democracy, liberty, prosperity, and free will. 


By any means of transportation necessary, people 
from all over the world gathered in Millau to rally 
their support for Jose Bové, a peasant who speaks 
for the people. “Jose Bové’s protest is the protest 
of a man who is against modernization and 
against things that are not natural...”, says 
D'ordre, a 54 year old member of the CGT, a 
French confederation. D’ordre and many others 
who share similar views do not want to see France 
change to look and function like America. Many 
are here to support the belief that people come 
before money. 


As an outcome of this gathering, some would like 
to see an end to the taxing of American imports in 
France. Claire Desenne, a 21 year old student in 
Paris is here today to support Jose Bové in hope 
that he will increase the value of French products. 
However, today has not simply been a day filled 
with political and moral inquiry. Many young 
adults when questions on their motives for 
attending this rally, could not come up with a 
concise answer. Pierre-Antoine de Butler, a 17 
year old student from Iran, said that he was here 
mostly the have fun and attend the concert that 
featured bands such as Noir Desir and Rude Boy 
System. Although the concert seemed to be a lure 
for many teenagers, they all eager to learn more 
about the pulsating issues of today. 


Other expressions of support for Jose Bové were 
occurring throughout the day. Starting at 10:30 in 
the morning, a band representing the Black 
Panthers and Mumma entertained the already 
immense crowds forming along the streets. 
Several people who attended today’s festivities 
came also to protest against Mumma’s fate; 
Mumma is a former Black Panther and has been 
sentenced to death for a crime many believe that 
he did not commit. 


Though many opinions were brought here today, 
we all share a common goal - the support of J ose 
Bové, who not only represents his own people but 
his nation as a whole. As the day approached its 
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end, Stephan Laffarage, a 29 year old teacher from 
Creuse, eloquently put that “Jose Bové is the first 
leader when you look for the truth.” 


-two American girls in Millau, Ali Infante-Levy and 
Elana Muchnik 


